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CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS
Christmas is nearly upon us and all of the
members and friends of Hooe Baptist
Church pray God’s encouragement and
blessings on you during this season of
celebration. At this time of year Christians
gather together to celebrate the birth of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and to
give thanks for the promises this little
child brings to the world. We wish you all
a very happy Christmas.
Hi everyone, we miss you all so much, but we have
been settling into our new home here in Swindon since
the end of June. One of our priorities was to discover a
local church, and we are now worshipping the Lord at
Gateway Church, Swindon. And Stu has become their
maintenance man, a very busy job!
Our little house is in a good neighbourhood and we
have had some fitted wardrobes installed; Stu has also
built a new conservatory to give us some extra space.
The cats, Alpha & Omega, are coping very well in their
new environment.
June is attending a fortnightly ladies group; we are
both involved in a house group, and with the local
residents association. Stu has started a handyman
business and is increasingly busy and occupied. And
we have managed to visit our wonderful family on
several occasions.
God bless you all richly
Stu & June Clarke

Visit our website: www.hooebaptist.org.uk

Emmanuel means God
is with us...and that
means everyone.
For most of my working life I have had to work on
Christmas Day. This is not a complaint. I have loved
leading the celebratory services in the churches where
I have worked. However, leaving the pastoral ministry,
as I did some years ago, opened up a whole new world
of possibilities. So it was that in 2012 my wife and I
decided to spend Christmas in London. There was a
great thrill in driving into a practically traffic-free city
on Christmas Day knowing that there was no
congestion charge and few parking restrictions.
We parked the car round the corner from Westminster
Abbey and joined those making their way in for the
service. The place was packed. The setting was
awe-inspiring and the carols uplifting. But I sensed that
there was something missing. It slowly dawned on me
what it was. The worship was being conducted by
disembodied voices behind the Abbey’s enormous
(and splendid) carved screen. Meanwhile we mere
mortals were left in the nave trying to engage in
something which, by its very nature, left us feeling like
outsiders.
Now the church should never make people feel as
though they are being shut out but especially not on
Christmas Day. If I understand anything of the message
of Christmas it is that through the birth, life, ministry
and teaching of Jesus Christ, God is saying to the world
(then and now), “Come in. Discover what it means to be
my children. Find out how you can become the people
we were meant to be”.
Of course I don’t expect the clergy of Westminster to
reorganise the Abbey interior simply to satisfy me.
continued over page...
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES & EVENTS
Hooe
Primary
Academy
Carol
Service
@5:45 pm
Wed 10
December

Morning
Service

Carols
by
Candlelight

@10:30 am

@6:30 pm

Sun 21
December

Sun 21
December

The church has been providing a toddler group in Hooe
for a great number of years. As a church we strive to
serve the local community and over the years various
members of the church have been involved either in the
direct running of the group or in supporting the group
behind the scenes. The group wouldn’t be able to run
without this vital support.
Our aim is to offer an age-appropriate, safe and happy
place for the children, while the adults can meet with
friends, discuss concerns, swap ideas, or just have some
grown-up conversation! There is no membership list anyone is welcome to attend when they can. The only
exception is the Christmas Party, which must be
pre-booked for catering purposes, and to ensure Father
Christmas brings everyone a present!
At each session we have toys for all ages and a selection
of activities such as home corner, shop, dressing up,
slide, books, play dough or other craft activity. We
provide squash and biscuits for the children and a hot or
cold drink for the adults. Towards the end of each
session we put away the toys and have a song time
followed by ride-on toys. We meet on a Wednesday
afternoon (term-time) from 1:45pm to 3:15pm. The
charge is £1 per family or childminder. We currently
have around 15 children each week but there is room
for more so do come along and join us.
On behalf of everyone at Hooerays I wish everyone in
Hooe and all those, past and present, who have
supported us a very happy Christmas.
For further details contact Deborah Reeves (481232)

CHRISTMAS
DAY
Family
‘Show & Tell’
Service
@10:30 am

Informal
Service
‘Testimony &
Songs with
a story’
@10:30 am

Thurs 25
December

Sun 28
December

continued from previous page
Apart from anything else I expect preservation orders
and other bits of bureaucracy mean that they can’t
move a candlestick without having it authorised in
writing five times.
But I am prompted to remind myself (and others who
lead worship) to do all we can to ensure that nothing
obscures the centrality of the Christmas message: that
Jesus’ name, Emmanuel, means God is with us. And that
means everyone: nobody need be an outsider.
Happy Christmas,
Malcolm Halliday, HBC Moderator
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES (during term time)
Sunday
9:30 am Prayer Meeting in Vestry (Old Chapel)
10:30 am Morning Service, including creche and young
people’s activities, followed by coffee
Wednesday
1:45 pm Baby & Toddler Group in Hall (Old Chapel)
Thursday
10:30 am Friends Group in Hall (Old Chapel)
6:30 pm Girls' Brigade (age 5 - 18 years)
Friday
9.15 am Early Play for pre-schoolers and parents
4 - 6 pm Messy Church (1st Friday of every month)
House Groups run on Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday evenings in local homes. Phone 407047 or
see our website www.hooebaptist.org.uk for more
information about this church, its people and activities.

Christmas Services at St Johns Church, Hooe
Sunday 21st December
Wednesday 24th December
Christmas Day
Sunday 4th January

10:45 am
11:30 pm
10: 45am
4:00 pm

Nativity, Carol and Christingle Service
Midnight Communion Service
Family Eucharist
Epiphany Carol Service

